
Decoys and sound recordings enticed a pair of Common 
Murres to nest at Matinicus Rock this year— 

the first nesting since about 1883.
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COMMOn	MURRES	nESt	At	MAtInICUS	ROCK
A n egg collected from “Matinicus Isle” 

in 1883 now on display at the West-
ern Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology is a 
sober reminder that uncontrolled shooting 
and egg collecting led to the extirpation of 
most Maine seabirds by 1900. Early Maine 
records inspired Project Puffin to use social 
attraction methods such as decoys and sound 
recordings in 1992 to lure murres back to 
this remote island located 26 miles south 
of Rockland. 

Matinicus Rock seabirds have benefited 
from protection since 1900, when the island’s 
light keeper was hired by Audubon founder 
William Dutcher. Today, the island is part of 
the Maine Coastal Islands National Wildlife 
Refuge, and is managed cooperatively with 
Audubon’s Seabird Restoration Program.

When the murre attraction program began, murres 
were already visiting the island, but seldom coming 
ashore. To encourage nesting, about 150 incubating 
and standing murre decoys were positioned in suitable 

habitat along with four-sided mirror boxes and several 
decoy murre chicks and eggs. Because nesting murres 
often vocalize at their colonies, murre sound record-
ings were played 24 hours a day. Murres immediately  
frequented the decoys, but every year numbers would 
peak in late June and then decline to just a few birds by 
mid-July. However, since 1992, the numbers of murres 
visiting the island slowly increased, as did the nesting 
Razorbill population, which likely helped to hold the 
interest of visiting murres. 

A  murre colony  founded in 1994 on Machias 
Seal Island supported between six and 150 pairs 

of murres in recent years. Prior to this, the only 
other Gulf of Maine  colony was on Yellow 
Murre Ledge, a Canadian colony located ten 
miles from Machias Seal Island.

This year about 116 murres were 
observed on June 9th. Interns noticed a 
location among the decoys where birds were 
consistently present and “hunkered down.” 
On June 26th, 17 years after attraction efforts 

began, interns Maria Cunha and Yvan Satgé 
discovered a single murre egg. Six days later, 

they found the egg destroyed—probably by a Her-
ring or Great Black-backed Gull. It’s likely, however, 

that this nesting murre pair will return next summer, 
and may attract even more nesting pairs. This nesting 
expands the murres’ range by more than 110 miles, 
restoring the species to the eastern United States. It also 
further confirms the value of social attraction methods 
for seabird restoration. ❖

The average number of murres visiting Matinicus Rock has slowly 
increased—culminating in 2009 with the first nesting in over a century.

Su
sa

n
 S

ch
ub

el

0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 
Av

g.
 #

 o
f m

ur
re

s/
da

y 

Average number of Murres per day

Trend of Murres per day 



2 Egg Rock Update 2009

•	 More	than	10,000	visitors	learned	about	puffins	and	Maine	seabird	conserva-
tion at Project Puffin Visitor Center, 311 Main Street, Rockland, Maine. The 
work of Paul Bartlett of Edinburgh, Scotland, is currently on display. 

•		Audubon	narrators	hosted	over	6,000	people	on	88	cruises.	The	popular	
Eastern Egg Rock tours depart from New Harbor (Hardy Boat Cruises, 
800-2-Puffins), and Boothbay Harbor (Cap’n Fish cruises, 800-633-3244). 

O n Tuesday September 8th, a Manx 
Shearwater near-fledgling was discov-

ered on Matinicus Rock. While increasing 
numbers of shearwaters have visited the 
island regularly since 1997, the discovery of 
the chick provides proof at last that this spe-
cies has colonized Matinicus Rock. This is 
the first time that a Manx Shearwater chick 
has been known to have reached fledging age 
within the United States. The young bird 
was found by a team of Audubon and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service researchers as they 
checked shearwater burrows on the 22-acre 
island, which already holds the distinction 
of being Maine’s most diverse seabird nest-
ing island. 

Audubon’s Scott Hall, along with 
Brian Benedict, Bob Houston, Matt Klos-
termann, and Lauren Scopel of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, discovered the 
chick in a relatively shallow burrow—one 
of six known burrows on the island. Upon 
first examination the shearwater appeared 
to be an adult. But a closer look revealed 
remnant patches of fluffy light gray down 
around the legs—proof that this was a nearly 
fledged chick. 

Manx Shearwaters (Puffinus puffinus) 
nest throughout the eastern North Atlantic, 
especially in Great Britain. These crow-sized 
albatross relatives have three-foot wingspans, 
and are named for their habit of flying low 
over the water. Studies in Britain indicate 
that they may live 56 years and travel over 
five million miles during their long lives. 
Regular visitors to the western North Atlan-
tic since the 1950s, their breeding was first 
confirmed in 1973 when a pair produced a 
chick on Penikese Island in Buzzard’s Bay, 
Massachusetts; the outcome of this nest-
ing was not confirmed. In 1977, a second 
North American and first Canadian breed-
ing record was confirmed on Middle Lawn 
Island in Newfoundland; a small population 
has continued to nest there.

A Manx Shearwater was first observed 
on Matinicus Rock in May 1997 and a nest-

MAtInICUS	ROCK	MAnx	ShEARwAtERS	
RAISE	A	ChICK

ing burrow was discovered the following 
year. Two birds were seen briefly together in 
1999 and appeared regularly in 2000. From 
2001 to 2004, shearwaters used this burrow 
on multiple occasions. An egg was found in 
the burrow in 2005, but failed to hatch. In 
2006 and 2007, up to 19 Manx Shearwaters 
were seen around the island. In 2008, a 
new burrow was found, and visiting adults 
were documented with an infrared camera, 
but breeding was not confirmed. Several 
adjacent burrows were discovered later in 
2008. It was in one of these burrows that the 
fledgling was discovered. Manx Shearwaters 
at Matinicus Rock benefit from the presence 
of the Audubon interns who keep predatory 
Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls away 
from their nesting burrows. 

Researchers had waited patiently until 
the end of the 2009 nesting season to check 
the burrows in order to avoid disturbing the 
shearwaters during the 120 days a pair needs 
to hatch and raise a chick. Had they checked 
the burrows even a few days later, this his-
toric event might have been missed!  ❖

Cause for celebration! The first known fledgling 
Manx Shearwater in the U.S.

The 2009 
Maine Research Team

Front: Liz Zinsser;  
First Row (left to right): Alison Kocek; 

Alcides Morales Peréz; Rosalie Borzik; Peggy Friar;  
Steve Kress; Debbie Wood; Pam Loring; 

Maria Cunha; Joe Giambruno; Mai Onoue 
Second Row (left to right): Maki Briggs; Pete Sal-
mansohn; Scott Hall; Becca Loeb; Lindsay Galland; 

Janneke Petersen
Third Row (left to right): Anderson Jean; 

Lauren Scopel; Enold-Louis Jean; Katie Kauffman; 
Juliet Lamb; Yvan Satgé 

Fourth Row (left to right): Bob Taylor; 
Matt Klostermann; Kevin Kelly

Absent from photo: Phyllis Austin; Nate Balboni; 
Sean Beckett; Andre Bretón; Clancy Brown; 

Laura Budd; Lisa Burns; John Drury; Sandy Flint; 
Ted Gaine; Alisa Glassman; Michelle Goh; 
Marilyn Grant; Mary Gunther; Nicki Hall; 

Anthony Hill; Anne Kauffman; Jeff Kimmons; 
Lucy Klostermann; Mark LaBarr; Katie LaCreta; 

Mandy Lightcap; Mike Mangiaracina;  
Joe Masi; Garth McElroy; Susan Meadows; 

John Meyn; Thomas Mullin; Dan Ober; 
Kristin Pennock; Caesar Rahman; Nicholas Record; 

Susan Schubel; Jason Sears; Sam Slater; 
Rich Stanton; Mia Strauss; Will Taubman; 

Stella Walsh; Ellen Westhaver.

Project Puffin Visitor Center 
Volunteers

Bill Cook; Sharon Hoover;  
Brian Trask; Marilyn Trask

Scholarship and Award 
Recipients

Josephine Daneman Herz 
International Seabird Scholarship

Alcides Morales Peréz, Quebradillas, Puerto Rico

Duryea & Peggy Morton Seabird Internship
Yvan Satgé, Feas, France

Cornell Lab of Ornithology  
International Program award

Enold-Louis Jean, Les Cayes, Haiti;
Anderson Jean, Les Cayes, Haiti

Audubon International Program Award
Alcides Morales Peréz, Quebradillas, Puerto Rico 

tours	and	Visitor	Center	Flourish	Despite	Economy	and	Rain
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hERRIng	bUFFERS	thE	EFFECtS	OF	wEAthER
Extreme rains are a predicted outcome of global warming1 and 

observations from this past summer are consistent with a pattern of 
wetter-than-usual summers on Maine islands. Yet even given this 
trend, summer 2009 was memorable for record-breaking amounts 
of rain. High rainfall usually results in poor seabird nesting, but 
this year the negative effects were countered on some islands by 
the exceptional amount of Atlantic herring that parent seabirds 
brought to their chicks.

While it’s usually difficult to 
separate the effects of weather, from 
food and predator impacts on chick 
survival, this year the extreme weather 
and abundant herring were clearly 
dominant forces. 

For example, last summer East-
ern Egg Rock seemed to be sitting 
under more rain clouds than any of 
our islands.  Interns recorded nearly 
four times the usual rainfall, with 27.9 
inches of rain from late May to early 
August.  This compares to an average 
of 7.4 inches during the same period 
for the previous 20 years. The rain 
and cool temperatures (daily highs 
averaged just 60° F.) especially affected the terns, whose surface 
nests are easily impacted by weather. Despite the extreme rain, 
most terns faired well through incubation and the first week fol-
lowing hatching. During this period, adults could shelter their 
eggs and small chicks under their bodies and wings. Rain that fell 
after the chicks were about a week old did the greatest damage, 
as the larger chicks were more exposed and their food demands 
were greater. At this age, chilling rains often lead to chick death 
through exposure. 

Because of the chilling effects of rain, the appearance of a con-
sistent and abundant supply of high-calorie herring was especially 
important this summer. Atlantic herring typically makes up about 
20% of the Common Tern chick diet, but last summer, herring 

comprised more than 50% of the chicks’ diets across all islands.
At Eastern Egg Rock, herring, while more common than usual, 

still made up just 20% of the food delivered to Common Tern 
chicks. That inadequate amount resulted in only 0.7 chicks per 
nest fledging. Likewise, Arctic and Roseate Terns had the lowest 
productivity in eight years. Even puffins, which nest beneath a 
protective cover of boulders, had less nesting success, producing 
0.79 chicks per nest, notably below the 21-year-average of 0.90 
chicks per nest. 

In contrast, islands with higher proportions of herring and 
less rain had much higher nesting success than Egg Rock. At Strat-
ton Island, for example, Common Terns fledged 1.74 chicks per 
pair, far better than the island’s typical average of just one chick 
per pair.  This excellent productivity occurred despite 23.7 inches 
of rainfall from early May to early August. Here the diet of tern 
chicks contained 42% herring—more than twice that received 
by Egg Rock chicks

hURRICAnE	bIll
In late August, Hurricane Bill roared up the Atlantic coast.  It 

missed a direct hit to Maine, but the storm created 20-foot waves 
that flooded about two-thirds of the puffin nesting habitat at Seal 
Island NWR. This thriving new puffin colony was fortunate as most 
of the puffin chicks had fledged just before the storm. Apparently, 
the abundant herring which nurtured this year’s puffins helped the 
chicks fledge earlier than usual. This near-miss was another reminder 

of how vulnerable Maine’s puffin 
nesting islands are to flooding from 
storms and predicated ocean level 
rise from melting Arctic ice.

An expanded version of this 
article is available on line in the 
Egg Rock Update archives at www.
projectpuffin.org. ❖

1 Richard P. Allan and Brian J. Soden 
2008. Atmospheric Warming and 
the Amplification of Precipita-
tion Extremes. Science. Vol. 321, 
5895:1481–1484.

A Common Tern chick peeks out from under the protective cover 
of its parent during a summer rain shower. 

ExtREME	RAIn	AFFECtS	MAInE	SEAbIRD	nEStIng

In 2009, herring increased to record high amounts in tern chick diets. 
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Maine Island UpdatesMaine Island Updates

Last April, 16 Portland (Maine) High 
School students and their teacher, 
Cyndy Martin, participated in a tern 
habitat improvement project on Outer 
Green Island. Associate Director Rose 
Borzik received a TogetherGreen 
Leadership Fellowship—an Audubon 
initiative funded by Toyota—to support 
“Turning Earth for Terns” and engage 
students in tern habitat restoration. 
Gnome Landscape of Falmouth, Maine 
loaned landscaping tools for the project, 
Portland Fire Department transported the 
group to the island, and Robert Houston 
of the USFWS Gulf of Maine Program 
provided logistical support.

StRAttOn	ISlAnD

•	9%	increase	in	number	of	nesting	
Common Tern pairs

•	42%:	Percentage	of	Atlantic	herring	in	
Common Tern chick diets

•	1.74:	Average	number	of	Common	Tern	
chicks per nest 

•	132	Snowy	Egret	nests
•	100	Glossy	Ibis	nests
•	21	Black-crowned	Night	Heron	nests

E ncouraging progress was made in 
the battle to remove invasive orien-

tal bittersweet from heron nesting trees 
in 2009. 

JEnny	ISlAnD

•	1.72:	Average	number	of	
Common Tern chicks per nest 

•	50%:	Percentage	of	Atlantic	
herring in Common Tern chick 
diets

D espite poor weather, the 
tern colony had its highest 

productivity since 1997. This 
was largely due to the absence 
of predators and an excellent diet 
for the chicks. 

POnD	ISlAnD	n.w.R.

•	2nd-highest	Common	Tern	nesting	population	
since 1996

•	346	Common	Tern	chicks	fledged

C ool temperatures, high rainfall, and preda-
tion defined the season. The season began 

with the successful trapping of a Great Horned 
Owl (released in northern Maine). A second owl 
and a Merlin visited in early July, causing parent 
terns to leave their young exposed at night. A 
downpour of nearly two inches on July 9 resulted 
in the loss of half of the study chicks. 

Increase in Atlantic Puffin pairs at Eastern Egg Rock, 1981–2009
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0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2009

N
um

be
r o

f p
uf

fin
 p

ai
rs

100
110

OUtER	gREEn	ISlAnD

•	26	inches	of	rain
•	58°F:	Average	temperature	for	May	through	August	
•	1.68:	Average	number	of	Common	Tern	chicks	per	nest	
•	3rd-highest	Common	Tern	productivity	in	Gulf	of	Maine
•	42%:	Percentage	of	Atlantic	herring	in	Common	Tern	

chick diets

C ommon Terns acheived the second highest produc-
tivity level since colony restoration in 2002. As the 

colony grows, seabird guano is fertilizing the weedy flora, 
increasing plant growth and making it difficult for terns 
to find the bare habitat for nesting. Various techniques 
including deep-soil burns, weed barriers, and sod removal 
were tested in an effort to solve this problem. 

tURnIng	EARth	FOR	tERnS

B
la

ck
 G

ui
ll

em
ot

 b
y 

Sa
n

d
y 

Fl
in

t

C
o

m
m

o
n

 T
er

n
 b

y 
A

li
so

n
 K

o
ce

k

Black Guillemot by Sandy Flint 

K
ev

in
 C

o
lt

o
n

Su
sa

n
 S

ch
ub

el

M
ap

 b
y 

R
o

be
rt

 H
o

us
to

n



Maine Island Updates

Egg Rock Update 2009 5

Maine Island Updates
SEAl	ISlAnD	nAtIOnAl		
wIlDlIFE	REFUgE

•	17	inches	of	rain
•	425	Atlantic	Puffin	pairs	nested
•	52	new Atlantic Puffin burrows 
•	651:	Atlantic	Puffin	daily	high	count
•	2nd-largest	tern	colony	in	Maine
•	11	Razorbill	pairs	nested
•	2,400	Common	and	Arctic	tern 

fledglings
•	48%:	Percentage	of	Atlantic	herring 

in Atlantic Puffin chick diets
•	67%:	Percentage	of	Atlantic	herring 

in Common Tern chick diets
•	41%:	Percentage	of	Atlantic	herring	in	Arctic	Tern	chick	diets
•	5th	year,	36	days	of	Red-billed	Tropicbird	visits

T hree of the four puffins fitted with geolocator tracking 
devices in 2008 returned without the devices, hence their 

winter range still remains a mystery. Eight new geolocators 
were attached to other puffins with an improved mounting 
method. Funding was provided by Maine Sea Grant.

MAtInICUS	ROCK

•		389	Razorbill	pairs	nested 
(about 65% of the Maine population)

•	1,161	Laughing	Gull	pairs	nested
•	1.74:	Average	number	of	Common	Tern 

chicks per nest 
•	0.71:	Average	number	of	Atlantic	Puffin	chicks	per	nest
•	0.38:	Average	number	of	Razorbill	chicks	per	nest

I n 2008, 20 Razorbill nest boxes were placed in the colony to provide 
additional habitat and to aid monitoring. Only two boxes were used in 

2008, but nine were occupied in 2009.  Heavy rain and cool temperatures 
impacted all species and productivity was lower than usual. 

Common  
Tern

Arctic 
Tern

Roseate 
Tern

Least 
Tern

Seal Island NWR 1,636 932 0 0
Matinicus Rock 359 1,278 0 0
Eastern Egg Rock 1,074 100 101 0
Pond Island NWR 438 2 0 0
Jenny Island 578 0 3 0
Outer Green Island 837 2 0 0
Stratton Island 1037 11 76 72

Total 5,959 2,325 180 72

Number of pairs of nesting terns at Audubon-managed sanctuaries as of the June 2009 
census. Yellow boxes indicate numbers that increased from 2008; gray boxes show declines.

EAStERn	Egg	ROCK

•	28	inches	of	rain
•	107	Atlantic	Puffin	pairs	nested
•	12	new Atlantic Puffin pairs 
•	60°F:	Average	temperature	for	June	through	August	
•	2,127	Laughing	Gull	pairs	nested
•	2nd-highest	nesting	population	since	1996

T he restored puffin colony experienced a record 
increase. All of the Adopt-A-Puffin birds returned 

this year, with Y54 and Y33 reaching the venerable age 
of 32 years! Now they are the oldest known puffins in 
North America. Extreme rainfall and the coolest tem-
peratures recorded in the last eight years contributed to 
low productivity for all nesting seabirds. 

Common Tern by  
Sandy Flint
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MIDwAy	AtOll	tOUR

M idway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge is the destination for 
a birding and photography tour from March 1–9, 2010, to 

be led by Project Puffin director Stephen Kress and photographer 
Joseph Van Os. Midway Atoll hosts the world’s largest Laysan 

Albatross colony and nearly 
two million seabirds of 18 
species. The tour is limited 
to 13 participants, and part 
of the registration fee ben-
efits Project Puffin. Com-
fortable, recently remodeled 
accommodations and deli-
cious meals are available at 
this historic military base. 
Learn more about the tour 

by visiting www.photosafaris.com/photography-trips-2010/
midway-project-puffin. 

2008–2009	COntRIbUtORS
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Paul Bartlett 
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Decon Dennis, Holy Martyrs 
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T he Seabird Restoration Program is a department of the Science Division of the National 
Audubon Society. We acknowledge Tom Bancroft, Kathy Dale and Don Ekstrom for 

their solid support and encouragement. We thank Maine Audubon for providing use of 
the Hog Island and mainland Audubon Center and Anthony Liss and Susan Schubel for 
their invaluable logistic support. We also thank John Fitzpatrick and the Cornell Labora-
tory of Ornithology staff for continued cooperation.

In addition, we thank Brad Allen and the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries 

and Wildlife for permission and logistic support for our work on Eastern Egg Rock, 
Jenny Island and Outer Green Island. We also thank Beth Goettel, Brian Benedict 
and the staff of Maine Coastal Islands National Wildlife Refuge for their continued 
cooperation for our studies on Seal Island NWR, Pond Island NWR and Matinicus 
Rock. Robert Houston, Biologist for the USFWS Gulf of Maine Program graciously 
provides logistic and field support. We also thank the Prout’s Neck Audubon Society 
for their loyal support for our work on Stratton Island.

Sean Donaghy
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Lang Elliott
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Sandy Flint
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Matt Jeffrey 
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Charles & Sally Lee
Anthony Liss
Robert MacCurdy
Maine Audubon 
Cyndy Martin

hOg	ISlAnD	ORnIthOlOgy	PROgRAMS	

A udubon ornithology programs will return to Hog Island, 
Maine in June, 2010. Project Puffin will offer three six-day 

programs in June and one session in September. Timed to coincide 
with the nesting season and fall migration, the programs will be led by 
renowned ornithologists, including authors Kenn Kaufman, Stephen 
Kress, and Scott Weidensaul. For more details about these popular 
classes for adults and teens, visit www.projectpuffin.org          ❖
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Join us for a most amazing birding 
and photography visit to 

Midway Atoll NWR.
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nEw	glObAl	wARMIng	PROgRAM

A Horizon Foundation grant is supporting development of 
global warming curriculum for our Maine school outreach 

program. Lessons about how a warming climate will affect 

puffins and other seabirds through ocean-level rise, changing 
fish populations, higher sea surface temperatures, and increased 
rainfall will be based on actual data collected on Project Puffin’s 
islands in the Gulf of Maine.  ❖
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John & Heidi Fette
Elaine Fishman
Marnie Gaede
Karen Gaul
David Gengler

Gordon Gietz
The Gilliam Family
Janice T. & Kenneth Gordon
Kathlyn Grabenstein
Marilyn & Malcolm J. Grant
Jason Greenspan
Penny & Alan Griffith
Nicki Hall
Helen Haller
Lin Peyton & Morris Hancock
James W. & Linda Hargrove
James M. Harper
Martha S. Hassell
Jo & Chris Hayes
Scott, Ann & Janet Hedges
Jaxcene L. Heinze
Randall Heiser
Joel Hencken
James A. & Nancy Henry
William Hersey
Christina Hilberg
Mary Ho
Elisabeth Holmes
Elaine M. Hopson
Jane Hopwood
Robert & Joan Horn
Catherine & Robert Hornstein
Robert Hostetler
Drs. Sami & Catherine Husseini
John Johansen
Susan Johnson
Julia Bancroft School
David & Sandy Junkin
Frances Kehr
Katherine Keller
Nunally Kersh
Dominique King
Warren B. & Barbara King
Charles C. & Gretchen Kingsley
Trude Kleess
Robert Klieger
Mikell Kloeters
Margo Kuhne
Jeffrey Lachenmyer
John & Diana Lamb
Patricia Laska
Karen Lassen
Christine & Terry Latanich
Leslie & Walter Leslie
Jonathan LeVeen & Mary 

McPherson
Suzann Lewis
Priscilla Lightcap
The Limerock Inn
Richard Lothrop
Jim Lott
Miriam Luebke
Susannah Lund
Kimberly MacDonald
Maxine & Gary Maciel
Thomas & Phyllis Mahan
Bridget Mansfield
Jane & Jim Maran
Amy Beth Marta

Audrey Mason & Rudi Dornemann
Farley McDonough
Jack McGrew
Joseph & Jenny McIntyre
Mimi McMillen
Stephen & Sally McVeigh
Philip Miller
John J. Mitchell Jr.
Johnnie Moore & Lynn Tennefoss
Michael Moore
A. Perry & Elisabeth Morgan
Jill G. Morris
Catherine & Jay Morrow
Robert & Mary Jo Naylor
Kenneth Netzorg
James Neville
New England Aquarium
Robert Newman
Chuck & Ann Nickel
North Creek Student Government
Dan & Sally Ober
David Osborne
Keri Parker
The Pegasus Foundation
Kristin & Chris Pennock
William P. Perkins
Randy & Jean Peterson
Barrett & Lydia Petty
Pamela Phillips
Bob & Pat Phillips
Russell Pinizzotto & Robin Johnson
Richard Podolsky
Susan Porter & Howard Snyder
Joseph Priest
Puffin Foundation Ltd.
Simone Pugh
Alan D. Rammer
Andrew Rand
Jane Rice
Edward Richards
William Riley
Rockaway Meadow Elem.School
Monica Rodal
Gillian Rosenfeld
Karen Rubinstein
Sandra & Gary Ruggiero
Karen Marie Ryugo & Jim Burnosky
Salt Brook School
Jerry Schubel
Ezra Scribner-O’Pray
Barbara & William Sedensky
Roberta Sheehan
Nancy Shy
Jon & Meredith Sibley
Don & Linda Simmons
Joy Skeel
Bernie & Mary Slofer
Donna Marie Smith
Karen Smith
Deanna Z. Smith
Key H. & Jo Stage
Carol Stayer
Marc Steinberg
Larry & Martha Stephens

Michelle Stevens
Ronald Strothkamp
Kenneth Strothkamp
Richard & Shirley Strycharz
Lona Stuart
Students of St. Sebastian School
Brenda Sullivan
Judith Sullivan
Catherine Symchych
Rachel Tarzia
Mark & Louise Taylor
The John E. Fetzer Institute, Inc.
Danielle M. Tymczyszyn
United Technologies
Catherine Wade
Charles & Jane Walcott
Douglas B. Welch
Clifford & Ruth Wells
Richard & Julia White
Carole Wiley
Rev. Arlene R. Wilhelm
Irma J. Wilhelm
Muriel L. Wilhelm
Elizabeth Willey &  

Richard Mlynarik
Gretchen & Joe Wilson
Mike Wilson
Beth Newbold & Pat Winkler 

$100
Cristina Abbona Sneider
Dorothy Acker
Linda & Fred Adamson
Andrea Aerts
Rebecca Akin
Ruth Altemier
Carol Altshuler
Ana Alvarado
Barbara Anderson
Erik Anderson
Janet Anderson
Paul Anderson
Mathew & Olivia Antonelli
Ellen & John Appleman
Alison Archer
Francis E. Armbruster, Jr.
Frances Armstrong
Arthur T. Cummings Elem. School
Avonworth Elementary School
Margaret Bachtel
Janet C. Balding
Stephanie Barnes
Howard S. & Nancy Baron Jr.
Jo Barrett
Dr. A Sidney Barritt
Lance & Cathy Bayer
Joe & Karen Bearden
Becker’s Kindergartners
Joellen Bennet
Marcy Berejka
Laura Berlin
Dr. Nancy Blackstone
Tracy Blume

Shari Boggess
Elizabeth Bollmann
Joan & Stuart Boreen
Nancy Brach
Linda & Bob Bradley
Jennifer Bradshaw
Jason Briggs
Marc H. & Vivian S. Brodsky
Emily Brown
Margaret K. Brown
Christine Brueschke
Priscilla Bryant & James Gaffney
Lenore F. Budd
Joelle Buffa
H. James Burgwyn
Rynn Burke
Samantha Burrell
Leslie Burton
Anina Butler
Thomas Butler
Desiree & Tristan Butterfield
Mrs. Bartram Cadbury
Roger Camp
Brenda H. Carlson
Carnelian Elementary School
Eileen Carrier
Ken Carstens
Patricia Cassell
Thomas A. & Carolyn Cassilly
Kenneth Chandler
Iching Chao
Betsey Cheitlin
Page Christman
Norma Chruscielski
Heather Ciociola
Mark Citsay
Jonathan Clabeaux
Thomas Clark
Rebekah Clower
Victoria Coad
Douglas Cochrane
Gretchen Colavito
Sheldon Cole
Betsy Conger
Wendy Conlon
Rosalie P. Constantine
Caryn Converse
Stewart Corn
Hope Corse
William & Kathleen Cosgrove
Helen Coxe
Ellen Coyne
Alfonso Damico
Jennifer Day
Dayton Elementary School
Gary DeLeonardis
David & Margaret Delia
Clifford & Jane DeMayo
David Devine
Alan & Debbie Dickinson
Kathryn Dill
Raiden Dillard
Patricia DiPasquale
Joseph DiVecchio
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United Natural Foods, Inc.
Wallace Genetic Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous
Pauline & Robert E. Anderson, III
Kevin & Marilyn Bernzott
Bobolink Foundation
Huddy & Jerry Cohen
Eshbaugh Foundation
Sandy & Sherry Flint
Hardy Boat Cruises
Michael Herz & Kate Josephs
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Horizon Foundation
Suzi King
Hollis Decan Leverett Memorial Fund
Maine Sea Grant
Phyllis Meek
Tom & Susan Moore
Duryea & Peggy Morton
Randy Phelps & Pamela Daley
Shaunagh G. & Kenneth S. Robbins
Irwin & Melinda Simon
Stewart Foundation

$1,500–$4,999
Anonymous (2)
The Howard Bayne Fund
Berry Manor Inn, Inc.
Charles C. Butt
Edward K. & Jo Carpenter
Donald F. Chandler
Anne-Marie d’Alessandro &  

Kent Marisa
R.N. Fish & Son, Inc.
Friends of Maine Seabird Islands
Bob & Alene Gelbard
Emory Hamilton
Dan & Susan Haney
Thomas B. Judge
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
The Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Eliot & Linda Paine
Samuel Plimpton & Wendy Shattuck
Patrick & Lynette Chandler-Roslansky
Jennifer Speers
Spellissy Foundation
Wal-Mart Foundation
Westwind Foundation
Elkins Wetherill
York County Audubon Society

$500–$1,499
Deirdre Anderson
Anonymous
Rebecca & Manuel Baez
The Barrington Foundation
Philip H. & Susan Bartels
Bruce & Kevin Bowler
Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
Brookside School
Linda Noelle Cabot
I-Min Chao
Stuart Crook & Linda Schneider
Margo Cutler
Joyce Davis
Dianne & Bill DeLorenzo
Cindy Denholm
Julie Ensor
Rosemary Hall Evans
The Firehouse Gallery
Tanya Gulley
Chip Hall & Joan Kennedy
Kate Hannah
Bruce Ismael
Jeanie & Murray Kilgour
Paul King
Susan M. Long

bEnEFACtORS
$50,000 +
Amy & Robert Campbell
Saul & Beth Ann Segal
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service grants

$25,000–$49,999
Island Foundation, Inc.
Lucy Waletzky
Mrs. Robert W. Wilson

$15,000–$24,999
Anonymous
Barbara’s Bakery, Inc.
Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund
EdHelper
Sarah F. Jeffords
Prout’s Neck Audubon Society

$10,000–$14,999t
Anonymous
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Mo & Susan Feldman
Jingo Foundation
Stephen E. & Evalyn E. Milman
Nichols Foundation, Inc.
Ann Pinkerton Charitable Trust
Joseph H. & Christine Pyne

Maine Community Foundation
Mike Mangiaracina
Michael & Jean Martin
Tom McArdle
Tom & Linda McCarthy
The Gerrish H. Milliken Foundation
Monhegan Thomaston  

Boat Line, Inc.
Marcia & Thomas Morton
Joanie Nasher
Alisa Erin O’Leary
Otter Island Foundation
William & Mary Anne Perks
Juliana M. & Mark G. Phillips
Roy & Barbara Pollock
Elizabeth Rowley
Mr. & Mrs. John Rupert
Dan Sherman
Anne Symchych
Joseph Van Os
James & Virginia Visconti
Steven & Lisa Wallace
Elisabeth A. Wells
Karla H. Wirth
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Contributions are an important source of income for our Program. Contributors of $25 or more receive a subscription to Egg Rock Update. 
Checks should be made payable to National Audubon Society and directed to: Project Puffin, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, NY 14850 USA.

www.projectpuffin.org

Contributions listed were received from October 1, 2008 through September 30, 2009. We regret that space restrictions prevent us from  
listing our 288 Supporter-level friends. Every donor is important to us. Your continuing participation makes our work possible.

Research Coordinator: Scott Hall
Assistant to the Research Coordinator: Ellen Westhaver

Database Manager: André Breton
Project Puffin Visitor Center: 

Susan Meadows, Manager  
Katie LaCreta, Assistant Manager
Authors: Stephen Kress, Scott Hall

Editors: Rosalie V. Borzik, Scott Hall, Elissa Wolfson
Design: Green Heron Graphics, Etna, NY

Seabird	Restoration	
Program	Staff

Director: Stephen W. Kress
Associate Director: Rosalie V. Borzik

Finance & Development Administrator: Deborah J. Wood 
Annual Giving Manager: Ruth Likowski
Assistant to the Director: Terry P. Mingle
Education Coordinator: Peter Salmansohn 

Education Outreach Specialist: Susan E. Schubel
Boat Naturalist: Thomas Mullin

Office Assistant: Arthur Marchese

Jocelyn Donald
Wilbur & Pam Dong
Suzette Dow
Joan & Wolcott B. Dunham, Jr.
Michael Duttweiler
Mrs. Enid Storm Dwyer
Elaine Dynes
Dr. Millicent Eidson
Mario & Dorothy Ellero
Kathleen Elsey
Cornelia E. Farnum
Jennifer Farroni
Melissa Farrow
Beth Farwell
Drs. Jay L. Federman & Sylvia Beck
Wallace & Cecily Feldman
Janice Felipa
Dawn Fensterbusch
Sara Fick
Karen Fiebig
Fieldstone Vet Clinic
Elizabeth Fitzsimmons
Joan & Silas Foot III
Ruth & Paul Foster
Melissa Fratello
Emily Freeman-Daniels
Kathy Fuller
Gail Gatton
Susan & Steve Gefvert
Lynne Getty
Edes P. Gilbert
William Goadby
Sydney Goldberg
Norman Goldstein, D.V.M.
Suzanne & Clyde Goodrich
Gail Grabowsky
Shari Grace
Great Salt Bay School Store Staff
Stewart & Rosemary Green
Topher Grennan
Susan Grever
Richard Griffith
Nancy Grove
Robert Gwyn
Kristen Hafford
Phil Hager
Bruce & Margaret Hahn
Jeffrey Hall
Taylor & Libby Hall
Sharon Diehl Hallax
Laura Haller
Valerie Hallworth
Barbara R. Hamlin
Anne Hammond
Michael Hampden
Susan & Will Harbaugh
Mike Harman
James Harper
Kelly Hartgraves
Amy Hartsough

Faith O. Haskew
Jena Hecker
Gwyneth & Collin Hein
Joanna Heiple
Jaynee Hemmingsen
Mike Herring
Daniel Hildreth
Don & Eric Hillmuth
Carl & Lee Ann Hoffner
Molly D. Hood
Robert M. Hope
Michalle Horton
Chia-Han Hsieh
Lynn Huber
Barbara Huff
Danny Huff
Sara Humphreys
Jeanne Hunt
Greg Huntington
Mr. Gary Hutman
Richard Hyatt & Mary Aborn-Hyatt
Nancy Ike
Bob & Allidah Iles
Erin ImHof
S. Dianna Ivey
Diane Janzen
David Johnson
Paul Johnson
Carol M. Jones
Dan Jones
Judith Jones & Judith Buhner
Michele & Evan Kahn
Leah Karaliunas
Joseph Karaman
Marian Kelly
Mary Ella B. & George Kelly
Christopher & Jane Kennedy
Eileen Kenny
Pat Keoughan
Roberta Kerstetter
Ted & Donna Kinni
Lauren Kisilevsky
Richard Kittredge
Karen Kluge & Terry Rosenmeier
Bar Harbor Whale Watch, Zach Klyver
Lenora Knapp
William Knapp
Meredith Knaus
Scott Kocher
Anne Kubik
Jann Lane
Jane Lang
Langtree Elementary School
Annika & Jakob Larsen
E. Laventhol
Deirdre Lavieri & Brion Friedman
Janice Leahy
David Leckvarcik
Dorothy H. Lee
Maureen Lee

Dr. Robert & Mrs. Ann Leftwich
Carl & Lynn Leopold
Tom & Carol Lindstrom
Geoffrey Little
Joyce Littlefield
Geri LeVine Loe
Benjamin Lovell
Norma Magneson
Jane & John Marcham
David M. Marell & Patricia Mitchell
Tracy Marr & Joe Negrich
Margaret Marsh
Barbara Marshall
Angie & Chris Martin
Robin Masters
Martha McBride
Barbara & John McCammon
Heather McCammond-Watts
Marilyn McCarthy
Dave McCartney
Tracy McKeever
Winifred McKelvey
Susan McLean
Matthew McMonagle
Kathy McNamara
Toni McNaron
Caroline Meanwell
Eileen Meehan
Diana Merida
James A. Meyer
Jenny Michaels
Mandy Miller
Rebecca Miller
Russell & Amber Miller
Scott Miller
Steven Miller
William Miller
Kathy Miller
Jesse Mills
Terry Mingle
Phoebe Minias
Monroe Elementary School
Karen Moore
Cynthia Moore
Morgan Elementary School
Charlotte & Fred Morrison
Bonnie Mulligan
Eric & Linda Murphy
Michael & Heather Murphy
Dorothy Murray
Jennifer Nagy
Stephanie Neal
Deborah Nelson
L. Reeves Nelson
Sherry Nelson
Athena Newell
Alvin E. Nix
Ann Norsworthy
Patricia A. Novak
Heather Taylor Oatley

Leigh O’Brien
Otis Clay Oliver
Jane & Bill Olsen
Jody & Tom Onorato
Orange County Audubon Society
Eric Osborn & Becky O’Connell
Laura Osterhout
Kenneth R. & Helen Ostermiller
Josh Overcast
Sarah Packard
Jadean Page
Sharon Palmeter
Charles & Patricia Parker
Barbara E. Parsons
Patton Elementary Third Graders
Avian Haven
Mary Periard
Kincaid Perot
Jocelyn Petty
Capt. Charles & Lora Piersall
Ann Pinca
Wendy Pinizzotto
Hasley Pitman
Jonathan Perry Pitt
Hugh Pollitt-Smith
Maria Poranski
Jeffrey Potter
Tom Pratuch
Harlan Price
Janice Pruch
Lisa Purdy
Heidi & Peter Quarracino
Rail Ranch Elementary School
Tara Ramanathan
Ann Ramsay-Jenkins
Debbie Ray
Nancy Ray
Bayard D. & Liz Rea
Don & Terri Rea
Martha Reeve
Curtis Renner
Nancy Rhett
Carlene Riccelli
Marion L. Richardson
Anne Richey
David Roach
Muriel R. Roberts
Kay Roethemeyer
Kate Roll
Rolling Hills Elementary School
Jeffrey & Angela Rouse
Christopher & Carey Rowsom
Nick Rubino
Julia Ryan
Leilani Sabzalian
Melissa Saftner
Peter Sample
Craig Saunders
Rebecca Savino
Crystal Schachter
John & Deanna Schaefer
Judith Schenck
Wil Schlosser
Sarah Schneider
Nancy L. Schuckman
Jean Schweis
Lindsey Scopel
David Scott
Michele Seitz
Carol Selvey
William Shaffer
Anne Shaner
Diane Shirley
Sophia Shubert
Carol Sierakowski
Deborah Silverstein
Jerry Skinner

Tess & Sofia Smith-Olsson
Susan & Joel Solomon
Leon & Gail Sopuch
Sally Soule & Rick Schauffler
Nancy B. Soulette
Spencer Pointe School
Gretchen Sprow
Justin Stailey
Sandra Stanley
Kathryn Starzyk
Arnold Stellema
Donna Stewart
David & Marianne Strong
Dawn Stypulczak
Tracy Sulc
Deborah Sullivan
Karen Sundell
Alicia Surdyk
Capt. George Tarkleson
Betty Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Taylor
Jenetta Tellian
Martha Teumim
Nancy Thaete
Andrea Thomas
Jeanie Thomas
Melissa Thompson
David Tieman
Edward Toll
Karen Topham
M. J. Tower
Alex Twist
Valley Vista Elementary School
Jake Van Beelen
Heidi van Es
Kimmo Vanhakangas
Thomas Vaniotis
Cairn Verhulst
Suzanne Vermilya
Mary Visher
Vicky Vladic
Carla Volpe
W.A. Bass Elementary School
Stephan Waldmann
Robert Wall
Larry Wallick
John Wares
Burrage Warner
Michael & Cecily Warren
Webster Thomas Lend-A-Paw Club
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Webster, Jr.
Janet Welch
West Elementary School
Michael & Cathy Whalen
Judy White
Elizabeth & Colin White
Ian McKibbin White & Florence 

Hildreth White
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Wildermuth
Richard I. & Barbara Wiles
Alice Willard
John Willson
Daniel Wise
Seana Wood
Richard Wren
Elizabeth Young
Kathryn Zeldes
Danielle Zimbardi
Michael Zisser

MAKE	A	gIFt	tO	PROJECt	PUFFIn	FROM	yOUR	IRA

T he Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 renewed provisions of the Pension Protection Act which 
allows donors to make current charitable gifts from their IRAs. If you are 70½ years old or older, you can 

make charitable gifts (up to $100,000) from your traditional or Roth IRA. There is no income tax deduction for 
gifts and the distribution will not be subject to income tax as would a non-charitable distribution. The benefit 
is in being able to make a current charitable gift while removing highly taxed assets from your estate.

To make a gift to Project Puffin from your IRA, instruct your plan sponsor to make a check payable 
to the Audubon Seabird Restoration Program. To ensure your gift is properly recorded, have your plan 
sponsor send the check to you. Please forward the check to the attention of Dr. Stephen Kress at our 
Ithaca, NY office. If you have questions, please call Audubon Vice President, Wayne Mones at 212-979-
3033.

Please also consider naming the Audubon Seabird Restoration Program as a beneficiary of a portion 
of the amount left in your IRA at the time of your death.

MAtChIng	gIFtS
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
IBM Corp.
The John E. Fetzer Institute, Inc.
United Technologies
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